
who are actually beginning to be the main support of the char¬
ities by which they benefit, will, as they gradually increase in
intelligence and self-respect, sooner or later begin to see the
greater advantages and comfort of dealing with the physician
 directly, in his private capacity, in their own homes, instead of
through the medium of public institutions. We can not help
thinking that both the hospital abuse and the influence of the
medical clubs and friendly societies, bitter and evil as have been
some of their earlier results for the profession, will ultimately
work out their own salvation to the advantage of both parties
along some such lines: either that hospitals and dispensaries
will be supported by the community, and their medical attend¬
ants paid adequate salaries for their services, or that the com¬

munity will deal with the profession directly and personally.
It must not be forgotten that a large proportion of these in¬
volved in the so-called hospital abuse are from classes which
have never contributed any considerable proportion of the
physician's income in the past, and whatever element of these
can be educated up to the level of a private family physician
is for the most part clear gain to us.

UNDERFED SCHOOL CHILDREN.
A most important discussion was held at the last meeting

of the London School Board, on the problem of underfed chil¬
dren in schools. The discussion was on the report of a strong
committee appointed some months ago to consider the problem,
and which was unanimously of opinion that in view of at least
55,000 children in the London board schools being insufficiently
fed, to a degree which practically impaired their capacity for
appreciating educational instruction, arrangements should be
made by the Board for the providing of school breakfasts and
school dinners, in such districts as seemed to need this pro¬
vision. This, however, was vigorously contested by several
members of the Board, on the ground that it would tend
to diminsh parental responsibility to a dangerous degree. But
the position so long contended for by the profession, that it
is useless endeavoring to train the intellect of a child so long
as his body is obviously and strikingly below par was abso¬
lutely conceded by both sides, and the only difference was as
to the means best adapted for putting the children in good
physical condition.

SMALLPOX EPIDEMIC.
The smallpox epidemic at Hull continues to persist in a most

disquieting manner. No less than 100 cases have been ad¬
mitted to the new hospital, which it has been found necessary
to build, during the past week, thirty-four of these in one

day. The disease is fortunately of a mild type, but its steady
persistence, now extending over six months, even in spite of
the most vigorous precautions in the way of isolation and
vaccination, is causing great rejoicing in the antivaccination-
ists' camp, and providing them with a most welcome supply of
new ammunition.

A. PHYSICIAN'S ERROR.
A most extraordinary mistake on the part of a medical man

has just been reported from a village in South Wales. A
laborer was found dead in his bed one morning, and an exami¬
nation by the local coroner's physician elicited a statement
that he had died of a broken neck, probably caused by a blow.
This excited the wildest suspicions, and the unfortunate widow
was suspected and charged with the crime. The body was at
once exhumed and examined by three other physicians, with the
result that not only was the neck not broken at all, but death
was found to have been from heart failure following an attack
of pneumonia. The woman was at once discharged with pro¬
fuse apologies from the officers, and the judge made some strongobservations on extraordinary character of the report of
the local doctor, intimating that the most substantial repara¬tion in his power was due to his innocent victim.

Canada.
(From Our Regular Correspondent.)

Toronto, Nov. 25, 1899.
SERUM THERAPY IN CANADA IN THE SIXTIES.

Sir James Grant of Ottawa can probably justly be considered
as a pioneer of serum therapy. Long before Robert Koch

demonstrated the tubercle bacillus in the sputum of the sub-
jects of phthisis pulmonalis\p=m-\even as far back as 1863\p=m-\Dr.
Grant had published in the London Medical Times and Gazette
a series of cases treated by him demonstrating the possibility
of the ordinary vaccin acting as a curative remedy, a sort of
alterative on the nutrition in certain skin diseases and con-

tagious affections. Case 1 was of psoriasis palmaris, which,
occurring in a man of 25 years, strong and robust, baffled ordin-
ary treatment for five years. Vaccination was performed, and
as the pustule advanced in formation from the third to the
seventeenth day, it was noticed that the disease on the hands
and fingers gradually progressed favorably until the twentieth
day, the parts had regained their natural appearance and con-
tinued so. The patient had been successfully vaccinated when
a child. In the second case, tinea nummularis—in a boy
aged 13—the disease was completely cured on the seventeenth
day, without any other treatment. In Case 3—"tubercula
syphilitiea"—disappearance was noted at the end of the fourth
week. The last case was one of psoriasis laprteformis, in a
married woman, aged 24, the mother of four children. Four
weeks after the vaccination, the disease was entirely gone. In
the January (1891) issue of the Montreal Medical Journal,
comment was made on these cases, when Koch's lymph was hav¬
ing its innings, though they had been reported in the British
Journal mentioned, in the sixties. At that time Dr. Grant
considered from his findings that vaccination should be, "also
extended to the treatment of many cutaneous diseases other
than parasitic."

IS ICE CREAM SODA A MEDICINE?
On October 27 the final hearing was given in a charge, pre¬

ferred by the Morality Department of the City of Toronto,
against a well-known city druggist. The Lord's Day Alliance
charged that the defendant had sold two glasses of ice cream
soda on a Sunday, thereby violating the Lord's Day Act. On
that day two policemen had entered the store and purchased
each a glass of the cooling beverage; but as one of them had
since left the city the evidence rested wholly on the testimony
of his companion and fellow officer. Two doctors and a drug¬
gist were called by the defense to prove that the soda was a

medicine, and that its constituents were frequently prescribed
by physicians. On the side of the prosecution appeared Dr.
Fotheringham, professor of materia medica in the Pharmacy
College, and professor of therapeutics in Trinity Medical
College, who, with several of the leading druggists, deputed
that when the beverage was so ordered by physicians, it was
not sold from the fountain. The police magistrate, after hear¬
ing the argument on both sides, stated that he was desirous of
having the case go to a higher court for an interpretation of the
law; and consequently fined the offending druggist $1 and costs,
or ten days.

ANALYSIS OF BELLADONNA PLASTERS.
The Department of Inland Revenue, Ottawa, has just issued

another bulletin on belladonna plasters—which goes apparently
to confirm their pronouncement on the first analysis made in
1898. The Government of Canada seems to be very desirous
that the greatest publicity be given to this work, which is the
result of the examinations of thirty-four samples of the plast¬
ers. In the report are given the names and addresses of the
vendors, the manufacturers or furnishers, as given by the ven¬
dors; the constituents of plasters, the names of the analyists
and their remarks. The vendors carry on business in Mon¬
treal, Quebec, Richmond, P. Q. ; Smith's Falls, Brockville, Port
Hope, Peterboro, and Toronto, Ont. The total weight ranges
from 6.054 to 9.405; while the percentage of alkaloids runs
from .031 to .522. Chlorophyl was noted in four of these
samples, while only two are up to the standard of the B. P.
The others are classed as being "slightly below," "below''
"much below," and "far below" the standard of the British
Pharmacopeia.

Baltimore.
Dr. George C. Wegeforth has obtained a verdict of $1000

in a suit brought against the estate of a patient whom he
accompanied abroad as attending physician. He claimed
$1485.
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